
Statement of Support for the Ackerman-Munitz Article 
 

Richard Tol has repeatedly questioned the merits and legitimacy of a recent journal article, “Climate 

Damages in the FUND Model: A Disaggregated Analysis,” by Frank Ackerman and Charles Munitz 

(Ecological Economics, May 2012). 

We affirm that 

1. The Ackerman-Munitz article was published in an established, peer-reviewed journal, and falls 

well within the boundaries of normal scientific analysis and academic debate. 

2. The article makes a valuable contribution to the understanding of the economics of climate 

change. 

3. The article contains valuable insights into the assumptions and workings of the FUND model. 

4. The type of detailed review offered by Ackerman and Munitz is important for understanding and 

improving complex economic and environmental models in general. 

5. The work done by Ackerman and Munitz in this article should be encouraged rather than 

discouraged by scholars interested in economic aspects of climate change. 

We urge other researchers to conduct similar analyses, for FUND and for other complex models in this 

area.  

Above all, we urge scholars with criticisms of each other’s work to pursue them through the normal 

channels of academic debate. If you doubt another researcher’s results, try to replicate the analysis, and 

then publish your findings. If you don’t like a published article, publish a better one. 

Signed by: (institutions listed for identification only) 

Randy Albelda, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Paul Baer, Assistant Professor, School of Public Policy, Georgia Institute of Technology 

Terry Barker, Senior Department Fellow, Cambridge Center for Climate Change Mitigation Research, University of 

Cambridge 

Yoram Bauman, Lecturer, University of Washington 

Günseli Berik, Professor of Economics, University of Utah 

James Boyce, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Peter Brown, Professor of Geography, McGill University 

Steve Cohn, Professor of Economics, Knox College 

Roger Cooke, Chauncey Starr Chair for Risk Analysis, Resources for the Future 

Robert Costanza, Visiting Professor, Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University 

Stephen DeCanio, Professor of Economics Emeritus, University of California Santa Barbara 



Peter Dorman, Professor of Economics, Evergreen College 

Lloyd Jeff Dumas, Professor of Economics, University of Texas-Dallas 

Lynn Duggan, Associate Professor of Labor Studies, Indiana University Bloomington 

Paul Ekins, Professor of Resources and Environmental Policy, University College London 

Kade Finoff, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Duncan Foley, Professor of Economics, New School for Social Research 

Nance Goldstein, Resident Scholar, Brandeis University 

Eban Goodstein, Director, Bard Center for Environmental Policy, Bard College 

Neva Goodwin, Co-Director, Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts University 

Michael Hanemann, Professor of Economics, University of California Berkeley 

Jonathan Harris, Senior Economist, Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts University 

Marianne Hill, Senior Economist, University Research Center, Mississippi 

Arjun Jayadev, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Frank Jotzo, Associate Professor of Public Policy, Australian National University 

Matthew Kahn, Professor of Economics, University of California Los Angeles 

Richard Klein, Senior Research Fellow, Stockholm Environment Institute 

David Kotz, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Catherine Lynde, Associate Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Arthur MacEwan, Professor of Economics Emeritus, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Alejandro Nadal, Professor of Economics, El Colegio de Mexico 

Julie Nelson, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

William Nordhaus, Professor of Economics, Yale University 

Richard Norgaard, Professor of Energy and Resources, University of California Berkeley 

Daniel O’Neill, Lecturer in Ecological Economics, Leeds University 

Kerry Pannell, Professor of Economics and Management, DePauw University 

Robert Pollin, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

William Rees, Professor of Community and Regional Planning, University of British Columbia 

J. Barkley Rosser Jr., Professor of Economics, James Madison University 

Juliet Schor, Professor of Sociology, Boston College 

Kristen Sheeran, Executive Director, Economists for Equity and Environment 

Peter Skott, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Lance Taylor, Professor of Economics Emeritus, New School for Social Research 



David Terkla, Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Peter Victor, Professor of Environmental Studies, York University 

Rachel Warren, Reader and NERC Advanced Research Fellow, Tyndall Center, School of Environmental Sciences, 

University of East Anglia 

Jim Watson, Director, Sussex Energy Group, University of Sussex 


